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An Eyewitness Account of the Palestinian Intifada 


INTRODUCTION 

Although I had always known I was not a Zionist, the question of Israel 
and its historical and political development was an issue which I had 
never given any serious thought to. Born of a Jewish family, I 
understood that many Jews thought only in emotional terms of Israel as 
a refuge to run to but never considered the cost to the Palestinian 
people. 

In 1986 a major development took place in my political life. I wa s 

ask ed to vis it the West Bank and Gaz a Strip to investigate the 

c ondi t ions of the Palest inian w omen and children living under 

occupation, particularly those in refugee camps. I was to represent the 
Womens International Democratic Federation, this arose out of my 

membershi p of th e National Assem bly of Women in Britain. 

The visit was the result of a request from the Union of Working 
Womens Committee in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and the 
programme was organised by these sisters and the Movement for 
Democratic Women in Israel. 

My visit involved talking to and photographing ordinary Palestinian 
people and recording their accounts of brutality experienced by them 
at the hands of the Israeli military authorities, as well as the repressive 
polices implemented in the occupied territories since 1967 to destroy 
the Palestinian economy and the structure and fabric of Palestinian 
society. 

V ery quickly the complete injustice of the Palestinian si tuation 

b ecame obvious as well as the need to und e rsta nd the historical and 

political de velop ment o f Zionism and Israel, which led to the 

o ccupation of the West Ban k and Gaza Strip. 

I n 1987, December 7t h, th e struggle in the West Bank and Gaza was 

lifted to a new and hig her level whe n two Isra eli settlers drove 

through a refugee ca mp in Gaza and kille d four Pales tinians. The fi re 

w hich_ had been smould ering for so long sud denly caught alight and 
t he Intifada - uprising - began 

This time the Israeli brutality was on the television screens for the 
world to see. I was asked to return to the occupied territories to 
collect up-to-date information, visit the wounded and talk to the 
victims and their families. This time, however, I was able to take 
something with me: the increasing solidarity of thousands of British 
people who were beginning to sit up and take notice of the Palestinian 
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people and support their demand for self determination and basic 
human rights as a nation. 

T his pamphlet was firs t published as _a series of articles in the 
L ondon-based New Wor k er newspape r between July 1987 and March 
1 988, at the request of t hat paper's editorial board. 


Linda Clair 

Jarman] 1989 
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1 

THE POLITICS OF ZIONISM 

First published on 9th October, 1987 


Since the middle of the 19th century Zionism has attempted to 
proclaim itself as the sole legitimate expression of the Jewish identity. 
The main plank of this ideology was accepted in 1897 at the first 
Zionist congress in Basle, which adopted to create a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine. 

The Basle programme envisaged the colonisation of Palestine by 
Jewish agricultural and industrial workers and the binding together of 
the whole of Jewry by means of appropriate institutions, local and 
international, and the strengthening and fostering of Jewish national 
sentiment and consciousness. 

The Palestine conflict as we know it today is the direct result of the 
Zionist attempt to implement this programme. The plan was launched 
with total disregard for the indigenous population, who in 1895 
numbered 500,000. Of these, 400,000 were Muslim, 53,000 were 
Christian and 47,000 were Jewish. 

In 1917, British foreign secretary A J Balfour informed Lord 
Rothschild, chairman of the British Zionist Federation, of the 
Government’s support for the “establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people.” The British Government had not 
consulted the Palestinian people on this issue, but it was engaged, via 
Lawrence of Arabia, in cynically manipulating their aspirations in the 
war against Turkey. 

Palestine had been under the rule of the Turkish Ottoman empire 
for 400 years. Britain became involved during the First World War, 
sending its agents to raise the Hashemite tribes against Turkey. This 
laid the basis for a more permanent British presence in the region and 
for the later foundation of the state of Israel. 

Yet Balfour's anti-semitism is well-documented, particularly in 
relation to the debates around the 1905 Aliens Act, designed mainly to 
curb Jewish immigration into Britain from eastern Europe. His views 
were not unique among non-Jewish Zionists, and the 7th Zionist 
congress responded by accusing Balfour of “open anti-semitism against 
the whole Jewish people”. 

Many non-Jewish Zionists had a dilemma. They admired certain 
aspects of Jewish people which they wrongly attributed to racial 
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characteristics but which probably resulted from their environmental 
and socio-economic position in society, but they were suspicious of a 
group who generally displayed their separateness and unwillingness to 
assimilate. 

Zionism offered an easy answer. It encouraged Jews to emigrate to 
Israel, and could extend the influence of the British Empire at the same 
time. Those who encouraged the development of Zionism and assisted 
its objective of forming a Jewish state felt no responsibility towards 
the Palestinians and did not acknowledge their right to self 
determination. 

On the contrary, Jews were considered by many non-Jews to be 
inferior to Christians, but they were thought to be superior to Arabs. 
These were variously described as untrustworthy stupid, thus exposing 
the fundamental racism which was shared by Zionist ideology. 

The Palestinians have been without a homeland since the United 
Nations declared the State of Israel to be a legal reality in 1943- During 
this time they have developed a political maturity recognised all over 
the world - except by the Zionist movement. The Zionists still claim, in 
the words of Golda Meir, “There was no such thing as a 
Palestinian . . . they did not exist”. And a people who do not exist 
cannot have a right to a homeland. 

Zionism advocates the national exclusiveness of the “chosen people”. 
It is therefore racist and chauvinistic. This is explained by the nature of 
Zionism as outlined by the UN General Assembly in November 1975, 
resolution 3379 “that Zionism is a form of racism and racial 
discrimination”. 

Only with a clear political understanding of the nature of Zionism 
can it be assessed for what it really is, and the Palestinian’s struggle for 
national liberation be put in its proper context. Only by identifying the 
fundamental racism in Zionism will people be able to differentiate 
between being anti-semitic and being anti-Zionist. 

It is now widely recognised that without peace and justice for the 
Palestinian people, there can be no peace in the Middle East. The 
brutality which has accompanied the Israeli “policing” of the occupied 
territories has opened the eyes of many people, making them allies of 
the Palestinian cause. To accuse these allies of anti-semitism is no 
longer credible, if only because they are also becoming the allies of the 
growing opposition inside Israel to the aggressive and suicidal policies 
of the past Begin Government and the present coalition. The 
misunderstanding and confusion between anti-semitism and 
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anti-Zionism has been deliberately fostered in the attempt to 
undermine international support for the Palestinian cause. 

But many progressive Jews have rejected and resisted the Zionist 
claims to be the sole voice of the world’s Jews. Many Jews have 
identified themselves in class terms with those who share their 
political perspective. Nevertheless there are Jews who because of their 
own experiences of anti-semitism and persecution feel the need to 
organise with other Jews, but along socialist lines, recognising the 
possibility of working with other socialist organisations. 

This has never been the aim of the Zionist movement, which has 
always followed the path of the Jewish state. There is the belief that 
the holocaust more or less determined the Zionist route taken by so 
many Jews. Before 1927, emigration from Palestine was greater than 
immigration. But the Nazi concentration camps and the restriction of 
Jewish immigration to many western countries more or less assured 
the future of a Jewish Palestine. 

Zionists have used the suffering of Jews throughout history to 
manipulate the emotions of millions of people in order to gain support 
for Israel. But many non-Zionist Jews rightly accuse them of neglecting 
the everyday issues of the Jewish masses and ignoring the fight against 
anti-semitism as well as all other forms of racism. 

In reality, the aims and objectives of the Zionists have been served 
well by the anti-semites and fascists, for without them there would be 
no real justification for the separate Jewish state. Traditionally it has 
been socialist and progressive Jews who, with others on the Left, have 
been in the forefront of the struggle against anti-semitism and racism. 

We must also recognise that the expansionist war policies of the 
Israel Government have resulted in an economic crisis which does 
little to attract the Diaspora Jews to emigrate from their existing 
homes to Israel. It may in fact encourage them to recognise that their 
own interests are best served by working for economic and social 
change in their own countries alongside or as an integral part of the 
labour movement. 

Imperialism, mainly United States imperialism, makes use of Zionism 
in the pursuit of profit and to endanger world peace. To help 
counteract this policy there must be a clear understanding of the 
nature of Zionism, and to know that to be anti-Zionist is not to be 
automatically anti-semitic. In fact it is more likely that those who 
understand Zionism enough to be opposed to it would not be 
anti-semitic. 
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Europe failed to stop the Holocaust, it closed its doors to the 
refugees and restricted their numbers entering Palestine. The result of 
these actions has been a guilty conscience which has prevented 
criticism of the Israelis and allowed them to get away with murder, 
literally. 

After the horrific events at the Sabra and Shatila camp. Begin used 
this to the full, daring the world to criticise the Israeli actions after 
what he said the world had done to the Jews. This must stop and 
people must begin to see that there is little difference between Sabra 
and Shatila in 1982 and Europe in 1942. I hope through this series of 
articles to show the reality of living under Zionist occupation for the 
Palestinians in their everyday lives. 
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2 

ZIONISM’S ECONOMIC WARFARE 

First published on 30th October, 1987 


Land has been one of the fundamental issues in the conflict between 
the Palestinian people and the occupying Israelis in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

The Chairwoman of the Palestinian Women’s Union in the Gaza 
Strip, Usra al Barbary, told me that since 1967 35 per cent of the land 
in the Gaza Strip had been taken from the Palestinians by the Israelis. 
Between 1943 when the rural lands of the Gaza Strip were annexed to 
Egypt, and the 1967 war, the region survived economically and people 
were able to manage, she said. Since the Six Day War of 1967 and the 
subsequent 20 years of Israeli occupation however, the situation has 
deteriorated considerably and was becoming more aggressive. 

The Palestinians are no longer allowed to cultivate the land. Flour, 
vegetables and fruit have to be purchased from the Israelis, and so are 
unavailable to most because of the high rate of unemployment in the 
occupied territories. Of the 800,000 Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip the majority of the men are unemployed. Because of this and 
the thousands of Palestinian men in exile or in prison, 20-30 per cent of 
Palestinian women are now working outside the home as cheap labour. 

The situation is made worse by an inflation rate in Israel over 400 
per cent and by the tax on produce sold to the Palestinians. The ban, 
since the occupation, on Palestinians exporting citrus fruits, a mainstay 
of production in the Gaza Strip has severely damaged the economy. 
And cultivation for personal consumption is hurt by the diversion of 77 
per cent of the water from the Palestinians’ camps and villages to the 
Israeli settlements and the Negev Desert. Water is essential to Israeli 
agriculture, but it is also a weapon in the destruction of Palestinian 
farming. 

The water restrictions have included a ban on pumping water from 
the river Jordan which has always made the Jordan valley so fertile. In 
Jericho the land is green with citrus, banana trees, palms laden with 
figs and flowering bushes. But while the Israelis often dig wells 500 
metres deep, the Palestinians are not allowed to go any deeper than 
100. The land is drying up. And when it cannot be used the Israeli 
authorities say it is ideal for confiscating and building new settlements 
on. 
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Of various other methods of controlling both land and water which 
have assisted in the destruction of the economy in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip a major one is the manipulation of permits to grow 
certain crops, particularly ones which might compete with Israeli 
produce, for example Gaza strawberries. Deliberate delays in granting 
permits often result in ruined crops. 

The Palestinians are also restricted to specified periods for picking 
fruit - usually after it has passed its best, and so cannot compete with 
Israeli crops. The penalty for growing olive trees without permission is 
two years in prison. Israeli settlers regularly uproot the traditional olive 
trees in the Palestinian villages, and fights have broken out when 
volunteers from the women’s committee and the student organisations 
have tried to help the villagers replant them. 

The Palestinian economy has stood still in the years of occupation 
largely because of the limitations imposed on the industrial sector in 
the West Bank. In 1983 only 13 industrial workplaces there employed 
more than 50 people, and two fifths were family concerns with no 
outside employees at all. 

The Palestinian economy has been channelled along narrow lines, to 
suit the far more advanced Israeli economy. Israel is technologically 
highly developed - but none of this technology has found its way to the 
West Bank or the Gaza Strip. Jewish settlements are encouraged to 
develop high technology industry, but they only employ Jewish 
workers. Permission for industrial development by Palestinians is often 
refused by the military authorities on the grounds that it would 
compete with Israeli firms. 

That applies even to domestic improvements in the occupied 
territories - only 60 per cent of Palestinian homes have running water. 

Often Palestinian firms are harassed when there is an Israeli 
company in the same business, usually resulting in the Palestinian being 
forced out of business. And when the Israeli company has the 
monopoly it will employ only Jewish labour. When an industry needs 
cheaper labour, of course, Palestinians are used, particularly for exports 
which have to compete with cheap producers like South Korea. 

And homeworkers contracted by agents also allow lower wages for 
Palestinians, who get about 40 per cent of the average Israeli wage. It 
also avoids the investment of capital in the occupied territories. 

Migrant labour is a further factor in the destruction of the 
Palestinian economy. In 1979 a third of the official total workforce for 
the West Bank and Gaza worked in Israel. Then there are unregistered 
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workers whose number it is impossible to calculate. They include 
many children who should be in school but are badly needed to 
supplement the family income. 

Khalid, a 13*year-old child in the little village of Selfiet just outside 
Jericho, spoke of getting up at four in the morning to travel by bus to 
Israel - a four-hour journey - and then doing piecework in the market 
loading crates on and off trucks. He usually got home about 8 pm. The 
boy was his mothers only means of support - his father was in hospital 
awaiting surgery. But he couldn’t understand my interest in him. There 
were lots of other boys who did the same thing. He had no concept of 
the implication of that statement. 

The migrant workers mean cheap labour for the Israeli economy, 
with the added bonus that they get no benefits, such as pensions, 
redundancy pay, or sick pay, despite tax deductions from their wages. 
A Palestinian trade unionist in Nablus told me of a continuing argument 
between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Defence about 
which should take the contributions. The Ministry of Health claims it 
cannot provide benefits which are not paid for. The Ministry of 
Defence insist the contributions go towards the military occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza, where the migrant workers come from. The 
Palestinian workers would thus be paying for the privilege of being 
occupied and oppressed in their own land. 

One effect of the stagnation of the Palestinian economy is the 
emigration of many professional and other people seeking further 
educational qualifications not available at home. The Palestinians are 
said to be the most educated of all the Arab people. Their inability to 
find employment in their particular field of work is frustrating. 
Working abroad lets them work in their chosen profession and send 
money back to their families. The full effect of this brain drain from 
the occupied territories will only be realised when a Palestinian state is 
reborn and doctors, engineers and teachers are needed to develop the 
economy. 

Israel, through judicial, economic, military and other means is 
determining the economic life of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to 
fit its own crisis-torn society. When this strategy has outlived its 
usefulness for the Israelis, the Palestinian economy will be deliberately 
and completely destroyed. 

The only possible way that industry and agriculture can be 
developed for the benefit of the Palestinian people is by setting up an 
independent state governed by the Palestinian people themselves. 
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Top: This 14-year-old Palestinian boy has been in hospital for many 
months after being attacked by Zionist troops. Note the two drips con¬ 
nected in to him. He has had eight operations so far. Below T : 
Grandmother, mother and sons have all been beaten and injured by the 
occupiers but their resistance is undiminished. 
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3 

ZIONISM’S APARTHEID ALLIANCE 

First published on 20th November, 1987 


The economic destruction of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip by 
Israel is assisted by the relationships between Israel and the countries 
like Britain and the United States, but also by its partnership with 
South Africa on many different levels. 

This should come as no surprise given the racism inherent in Zionist 
ideology. The relationship between these two countries has existed on 
an economic and military level for two decades, but their connections 
go back to the beginning of the century. 

The relationship between South Africa, the World Zionist 
Organisation and Britain was dominated by three key figures - Jan 
Smuts, Chaim Weizmann and Lord Balfour. The British Foreign 
Secretary Balfour was involved in the legislation that established South 
Africa in 1910. Smuts (South Africa's first Interior Minister and later 
Prime Minister) also had an influential role in drawing up the Balfour 
declaration on Palestine in 1917, when he also met and became close 
friends with Weizmann, who was also involved, and who later became 
Israel’s first president. 

From the 1948 founding of Israel, the South African Zionist 
community developed a special relationship with the National Party 
government. In exchange for their support for the regime, the Zionists 
were allowed to transfer money to help the Israeli war effort during 
the first Palestinian war to the tune of 29 million dollars and Jewish 
officers in the South African reserve army were permitted to serve in 
the Israeli army. 

Israel’s economic relationship with South Africa ranges from the 
supply of military equipment to the training of counter-insurgents and 
the building and testing of nuclear weapons. After the United States, 
Israel is South Africa’s closest friend. 

Israeli businesses are among the heaviest investors in South Africa, 
particularly in the so-called homelands. Israel has also agreed to 
launder South African exports to the United States and Europe. Goods 
are transported to Israel where they are labelled “Made in Israel” and 
then passed through to America and Europe to evade boycotts. 

South Africa can take advantage of the US-Israel Free Trade 
Agreement signed in 1983, and a similar agreement with the EEC, under 
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which Israel’s industrial produce escapes import duty. Israel has 
supplied every kind of weapon to South Africa including jets, boats, and 
missiles as well as jointly developing and testing nuclear weapons using 
Israeli technology and uranium from South African-occupied Namibia. 

The relationship is a two-way process, with South Africa supplying 
Israel with coal and paper as well as owning 49 per cent of ISCOR, 
which produces half of Israel’s steel. South Africa exports diamonds to 
Israel, which has the largest diamond cutting industry in the world and 
there is a constant flow of military and intelligence personnel between 
the two countries. 

When John Vorster, one-time South African Prime Minister, visited 
Israel, he was warmly welcomed and taken to the memorials for the 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Vorster was jailed by the British for 
sabotage in support of the Nazis. 

All dealings between the two countries are kept very quiet. Israel 
sometimes condemns the treatment of black South Africans, though 
the word apartheid is never used - probably because it would be too 
reminiscent of the situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the face of recent attempts to isolate South Africa, Israel has 
actually strengthened its links. It is the only country which treats the 
“bantustans” as independent states, has economic dealings with them 
and receives their official delegations. 

Israel could not process South African goods for the American and 
European markets without the full knowledge and consent of the US, 
its main supporter both economically and politically. This has 
repercussions for the anti-apartheid movement in the United States. 

Jane Hunter, editor of “Israeli Foreign Affairs', a monthly publication 
in America, explained in London recently that the pro-Israeli lobby in 
the United States has linked the ANC with the PLO to try to damage 
the growing grass roots support for the ANC, particularly among black 
Americans. Support for the ANC is presented as support for the PLO. 
and therefore opposition to the Israeli administration, which in turn is 
presented as anti-semitism. 

The argument repeats the falsehood that anti-Zionism equals 
anti-semitism. A bill has now been passed in the US stating support for 
the United Nations’ 1977 arms boycott on South Africa and urging 
America’s allies to do the same. This, while not articulated as such, has 
strong implications for Israel. 

Many in the US Congress are aware of that particularly the 
Congressional Black Caucus, often in the forefront of the debate on 
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Israel and the Middle East and the only group in Congress to protest at 
the Israeli bombing of the PLO headquarters in Tunisia and the 
American raid on Libya last year. 

Despite the risk to the ANC of reducing its support in America by 
exposing the links between South Africa and Israel and therefore the 
solidarity between the ANC and PLO, ANC activists have been doing 
so at all their public meetings. 

For the boycott of South African goods to be more effective Israeli 
goods also need to be boycotted ensuring that South African goods 
labelled “Made in Israel” don’t slip through the net. At the same time it 
would serve to support the boycott of Israeli goods called for by the 
Palestinian trade unions. 

A major issue which must be brought to the attention of the public, 
particularly those active in the peace movement, is the nuclear 
collaboration of South Africa and Israel, and its threat to peace. The 
relationship between the two countries helps sustain their racist 
regimes. It is encapsulated in the statement by General Hendrick Van 
der Bergh, a known anti-semite and former head of South African 
intelligence on his return from a visit to Israel: 

“As long as Israel exists we have hope.” 
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4 . 

ZIONISM = A FORM OF APARTHEID 

First published on 11th December, 1987 


Like all reactionary systems, Zionism is repressive at all levels of 
activity. 

To achieve its goal of an exclusive Jewish state, all other 
communities within its territory must be suppressed and oppressed to 
such a degree that the result will be a mass exodus from the land. 

The existence of so many refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 
and other countries is a symptom of the Zionist aim to have all the land 
for itself. Not satisfied with the partitioning of the country in 1948 - 
decided upon by the United Nations so that the Palestinians could live 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, although that meant still in refugee 
camps for many of the people - the Israelis occupied these territories 
too in 1967. 

It has been necessary in the last 20 years for the Israeli authorities to 
implement every kind of repressive measure to force the Palestinians 
to leave the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and the more repressive the 
measures become the more the Palestinian people resist. To control 
the everyday lives of the Palestinians, specific laws have been 
introduced. Palestinians are imprisoned without charge for up to 13 
days and can immediately be re-arrested and held indefinitely. 

More than half of Palestinian men have been imprisoned at some 
time, many for alleged discrepancies with pass regulations. 

Palestinians must carry 7 passes, and are often prevented from 
travelling abroad. Some have been expelled and are forbidden to return 
to their homes at any time. Palestinian workers cross into the Israeli 
sector to find work, but are not allowed to stay overnight in Israel and 
are therefore forced to travel back to the occupied territories every 
evening. 

Palestinians have no national vote, and their own elected community 
leaders are frequently sacked by the Israeli authorities, placed under 
house or town arrest and in some cases deported to neighbouring Arab 
countries. Bassam Shakkar, former Mayor of Nablus was sacked in 1982 
from his elected position and then threatened with deportation. The 
campaign to resist his deportation was successful. 

But three days after the decision was taken to allow him to remain in 
Nablus he lost both his legs when a bomb exploded in his car. 
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When I visited Shakkar last year he told me that it was known within 
three days of the attempt on his life who was responsible, but that he 
and his supporters had always been prevented from making it public 
knowledge inside Israel. He was able, two years after the event with 
the help of progressive Israeli lawyer Felicia Langer, to publish in 
Europe the proof that the Israeli authorities had been responsible. 

The colours of the Palestinian flag - red, black, green and white - are 
banned from display in any form or combination, whether in paintings, 
on clothing or anywhere else. 

These Zionist laws bear enough similarity^ to those enforced against 
black people in South Africa to say- that Israel is in effect practising 
apartheid. 

More than half the land has been taken from the Palestinians and 
opened for colonisation. In Israel 92 per cent of the land is reserved for 
Jews only. In Jabalya refugee camp in Gaza I noticed that many' of the 
children had bad skin conditions, resembling eczema or psoriasis, 
which many r children have, but often grow out of. But doctors in the 
medical relief committee told me it was scabies and scurvy. 

The conditions in which these children live make it almost 
impossible to escape these diseases. Open sewers are common - the 
one in Jabaly r a is like a small lake, and the smell invades every 7 - part of 
the camp. The restriction of fresh water to one drum per family per 
week and the lack of money- to buy- fresh fruit and vegetables has a 
serious effect on the children. Their main diet is bread and rice - they 
might get a little meat twice a y r ear, on Eid and Ramadan, religious 
festivals. 

The children suffer from other diseases, such as mass worms, which 
are fatal and occur on epidemic proportions. Many of the children 
born in these refugee camps are fighting back, and hundreds of them, 
some as y r oung as eight y r ears old, are in A1 Farah prison. They- are 
subjected to beatings, food and water deprivation and isolation from 
the adult prisoners who could give them strength and support. 

Felicia Langer told a recent conference in London about the 
children she defends in court - children without a childhood, dignified 
under questioning, their American-made handcuffs modified so that 
their small wrists cannot slip through. 

Women activists also work under great stress. Under constant 
surveillance the working women’s committees in the occupied 
territories are attempting to tackle the high illiteracy among 
Palestinian women in the refugee camps, and encourage women to join 
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trade unions. Up to 30 per cent of Palestinian women are now taking 
on the role of family breadwinner. 

These developments are increasing womens political consciousness 
- making them more of a threat to the Israeli authorities. Hundreds of 
Palestinian women are tortured in Israeli prisons. As well as beatings 
and the denial of basic human rights, Palestinian women prisoners are 
stripped naked and paraded before the male prisoners, to humiliate 
and degrade them. It is an even more disturbing experience for the 
many of them who are Moslems, with their traditional upbringing. 

One method of repression against Palestinians which has particularly 
far-reaching effects is collective punishment. You can be arrested and 
accused of threatening national security for any activity that the 
authorities wish to apply it to. Before any charge or trial, the 
authorities as a matter of course bulldoze the family home, effectively 
punishing the entire family. 

But then the authorities are obliged to find the accused guilty since 
they have carried out punishment before the trial. To be found 
innocent would imply that there should be recompense for actions 
taken. 

Although the Palestinians are the major target for Zionist repression 
other groups suffer from the racist and chauvinistic ideology, including 
black Jews. Three thousand live in the Negev desert, many of whom 
came there from America. They are subjected to unprovoked attacks, 
arrests and deportations. Many of the arrests are in the middle of the 
night. Adults are taken to high security prisons and detained before 
being deported. Over 100 of their children have been left orphaned in 
Israel, as parents have been sent back to America. 

Black American Jews have lived in Dimona for the past two decades. 
They are now under siege, denied food and work. Last August the 
Jerusalem Post, covering the deportation of black Jews, reported that 
ten adults had just been detained ready for deportation. 

On a peace delegation in Libya this year I met Immanuel Ben Yehuda 
who told me of his seven-month detention in a high security prison in 
Israel, completely cut off from the outside world. He was then 
deported to America which he had left in 1969. Visibly very distressed, 
he spoke of his wife and child back in Dimona. He did not know what 
situation they were now in. As it systematically practises this inhuman 
policy, the Zionist regime attacks the Soviet Union with claims of 
keeping families divided. 

The black Jews in the Negev desert are not Jews according to the 
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Israeli authorities - as if that were justification for the treatment they 
are given. 



An open sewer at the Jabaiya refugee camp in Gaza, the largest camp in 
the Occupied Territories. The Zionists deliberately allow such sewers 
to continue in an obvious attempt to encourage illness amongst the 
Palestinians. 


17 


UPRISING! 


5 . 

RESISTANCE AGAINST 
THE ZIONIST STATE 

First published on 18th December, 1987 


Whenever there is a repressive regime in power, there are also the 
forces of resistance. As the repression grows, so does the resistance. 
People who would in any other circumstances consider themselves 
quite ordinary develop the strength and determination required to 
help them survive and a courage which has its roots in a belief in their 
cause and which eventually aids their victory. 

The Palestinians are no different in this respect to the people of 
Chile, South Africa, Vietnam and so many others whose struggle against 
imperialism often demands great sacrifices. Women, men and children 
involve themselves in many varied forms of resistance. 

The Palestinian Working Women’s Union in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip was established in 1981. A democratic feminist organisation 
whose aim is to liberate Palestinian women politically, economically, 
socially and culturally, its branches have spread, and by last year there 
were 60, with 5,000 members. 

The union organises literacy classes, lessons in sewing and other 
crafts, lectures and seminars on health care and preventive medicine. 
The aim is to increase Palestinian women’s awareness of their situation 
and hopefully politicise them to a level at which they will become 
active in the national liberation struggle. The main objective of the 
women’s union is to participate in the formation of their own 
independent Palestinian state. 

It was formed to help working women who because so many men 
are in prison, exiled or unemployed, are called on to become their 
family’s breadwinner. The union encouraged the women in the sewing 
factories to join the trade union and to know what few rights they had. 
As its work developed, it became more political with the realisation 
that the way to women’s liberation had to be through the national 
liberation struggle. 

As well as education they embarked on a programme of raising 
money to open nurseries and creches, because many women could not 
work outside the home without this kind of help. It would also mean 
freeing the older women in the community from the responsibility of 
child care, in the hope that they too would become activists - as many 


18 


An Eyewitness Account of the Palestinian Intifada 


indeed have. 

One of the campaigns in which many older Palestinian women have 
become involved is support for prisoners and their families. Many take 
part in demonstrations sit-ins and other protests. They are often 
harassed and attacked: in April five women were arrested on one of 
these demonstrations - two Israelis and three Palestinians. 

It is in the Movement for Democratic Women in Israel that the 
Palestinian women find considerable support and strength. Both 
organisations recognise the class nature of the struggle against Israeli 
and American imperialism, and understand how religion has been used 
to divide them. 

The General Union of Palestinian Women is also active with a large 
part of its membership living in exile. It has been banned in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip since 1967. 

Despite all the difficulties, particularly the restrictions on travel, the 
Palestinian women have been well represented at international events 
like the UN Decade for Women meeting in Nairobi, the World Peace 
Congress in Copenhagen and the recent World Congress of Women in 
Moscow. The contacts they make at an international level, particularly 
in the women’s forum, help project the role of the Palestinian women 
in the national liberation struggle. 

Palestinian women are more advanced than most living in other 
Arab countries. The equality they experience has been won largely 
because of the role they have played in the armed struggle alongside 
the men. As the struggle has sharpened so the men have become more 
involved in additional areas of resistance. 

The health of the Palestinians has deteriorated dramatically since 
the beginning of the occupation in 196^ and the role of the medical 
relief committees has taken on a vital importance. Many men who have 
qualified as doctors cannot find work in the occupied territories 
because of the refusal of the Zionist authorities to put funds into health 
care for Palestinians. 

Many of these doctors are now working in the medical relief 
committees with the women doctors, nurses and other volunteers. 
Young men are also involving themselves in childcare. In the West 
Bank I saw young men working in the nurseries and summer camps run 
by the women’s union. 

The well-being of the people and the positive development of the 
children are seen as integral parts of the liberation struggle, as is very 
evident in the children themselves. In the camps, the young boys 
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harass the Israeli soldiers and throw stones at the army vehicles, 
knowing they risk arrest. Boys as young as eight have been imprisoned 
and injured on peaceful demonstrations in the refugee camps. 

One 14-year-old boy in Balata camp was shot as he was leaving a 
demonstration, after the Israeli soldiers had said they would fire over 
the heads of the young people if they did not disperse. The boy was hit 
in the hip-bone by a dum-dum bullet. Dum-dums explode on impact, 
leaving gaping holes in the victim's body. He had had eight operations 
and was still in hospital. His mother and brothers told me they would 
not give up the struggle. If the authorities bulldozed their home, they 
would put up a tent on the same spot, determined to stay in their own 
homeland. 

Another young boy I met had spent 30 days in prison for throwing a 
stone at an army vehicle. The day after his release he was playing 
football near his home in A1 Ram, a tiny Palestinian village, when his 
toes were blown off by a bomb. It had been planted in the play area by 
Israeli settlers whose settlement surrounds the village. They had been 
seen in the play area, but no-one had known what they were doing 
until too late. 

The boy will never play football again - but he is more determined 
than ever to be involved in the liberation struggle, proving again how 
these attacks only strengthen the resolve of the oppressed to strive for 
victory. 

There are many different forms of activity in the Palestinian people's 
overall resistance movement, which is gaining new strength every day. 

Since the 1982 massacres in the Sabra and Shatilla Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon, the world has had to recognise the aggressive and 
brutal nature of the Zionist regime. This fact, and the liberation 
struggle of the Palestinian people themselves and solidarity work 
outside the region must increase the support of the rest of the world. 

We must demand an international conference to discuss the situation 
in the Middle East and the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The conference must 
include all relevant parties, such as the PLO and the Soviet Union - and 
not, as has been suggested by Israel, only Israel the US and Jordan. 

A just settlement for the Palestinians will have important 
ramifications for the rest of the world and will serve to defuse one of 
the key areas for a possible nuclear confrontation. It is therefore in 
everybody's interest to give as much support as possible to the 
Palestinian people in their liberation struggle. 
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With multiple fractures on his left arm, evidence of torture burns on 
his right hand and injuries from being beaten this young Palestinian 
symbolises the plight of those fighting to defend their homeland. 
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UPRISING 

First published on 18th March, 1988 


The Palestinian people have struggled long and hard to hold on to 
their homeland. Since the 1948 partition of the country, thousands 
have been forcibly removed from their land, either to the West Bank 
and Gaza or even further afield to countries like Jordan and Syria. Not 
content with this form of aggression, in 196? the Israelis annexed and 
occupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The last 20 years of occupation, the denial of basic human rights and 
citizenship, the continual building and expansion of Israeli settlements, 
now nearing the 300 figure - these are the conditions that have set the 
scene for the present uprising. 

As is often so, the conditions which exist and are compounded every 
day suddenly reached a point at which a qualitative change took place. 
The turning point in the occupied territories was on December 18 
1987, when four Palestinians were killed in Gaza by a car and trailer 
driven by an Israeli settler. Israeli settler violence is not new, and their 
provocations have been an important factor in raising the levels of 
tension in the occupied territories. 

Since the December incident in Gaza the brutal attacks on 
Palestinians, unarmed except for stones, have shocked the world. Even 
so the media and the press have predictably used the “blame the 
victim” strategy in order to subdue any real outrage. 

It is as though suggesting the existence of violence on both sides 
justifies the lame attempts of the US and UN to introduce “peace” 
proposals which ignore the demands of the Palestinian people. Like 
the Camp David agreement, these would be just another sell out. 

The nightly pictures on the TV screens of the Israeli soldiers 
supposedly responding to the stone throwing of young Palestinians is a 
complete distortion of the truth. Thousands of troops have been 
drafted into the occupied territories since December, patrolling the 
streets, guarding refugee camps and villages, restricting the movements 
of the people and keeping them under constant surveillance. 

As if this behaviour was not enough, Israeli soldiers invade the 
homes of Palestinians, day and night, breaking down doors and 
smashing windows, either to arrest men, women and children or just to 
inflict the most horrific beatings on them. 


22 


An Eyewitness Account of the Palestinian Intifada 


Various methods of brutality have come to light over the last few 
weeks as journalists and others like myself working on behalf of 
international organisations have talked to the people themselves, 
listening to their own personal experience. 

On February 20, a young man was waiting to travel home by bus 
from Ramalla. He was spotted by soldiers who chased him down a 
blind alley. Having cornered him they forced him up against a wall and 
emptied a gun into his head at close range. Abdulla, aged 19, had his 
brains blown out, literally. Local people were unsuccessful in rescuing 
him from the soldiers, but within hours of his death a shrine had been 
built on the spot where they had scraped his brains up off the floor. 

This incident was particularly barbaric, but many such atrocities are 
being committed by the Israelis, both by the army and the settlers. 

This was my second visit to the occupied territories. It took me 
through many villages and refugee camps where countless men, 
women and children have had their bones broken. For the Zionists, 
this is a more effective way of restricting their physical resistance than 
just 18 days’ detention and a beating up. 

I photographed and interviewed young men who in addition to 
broken bones from beatings with sticks and gun butts, and being 
deliberately run over by jeeps, had cigarette burns on their hands and 
bodies. 

Women of all ages are savagely beaten for protecting their children. 
Some of them have been sexually assaulted. A 13-year-old girl from the 
Beach camp in Gaza was stopped on her way home from school by a 
soldier. He tried to get her behind a tree, when she tried to run he 
dropped his trousers and began masturbating in front of her. Only her 
screams, bringing people to her, saved her from something worse. 

The Israeli authorities would have us believe that the sickening 
incident shown on TV, of young Palestinians being smashed with rocks 
by soldiers was an isolated case. But it isn’t. This kind of activity is the 
norm in the occupied territories. Almost every home has lost someone 
or experienced brutal treatment or the smashing up of their already 
poverty-stricken homes, as well as the long-term effects of tear gas and 
living under continuous stress. 

The Palestinian people are united in their uprising. The level of 
politicisation is remarkable, but understandable. They know that their 
oppression is caused by Zionism, not Judaism, and they acknowledge 
the supportive role played by Israeli progressives, particularly those in 
the Movement of Democratic Women in Israel, who are daily involved 
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in the struggle for Palestinian rights. 

Women are playing a major role in the uprising, including many 
never involved before. They are marching and fighting, as well as 
assisting the young Palestinians in more supportive roles like carrying 
water and onions to deal with tear gas or earning stones in their 
traditional long Arab dresses, to pass to others to throw. 

One 60-year-old woman in the Hebron area insisted on showing me 
how she collects the stones in her dress, lifting the hem and exposing 
the track-suit trousers underneath, worn by many of the women in the 
extreme cold at this time of year (March). She demonstrated how she 
gathers the rocks in her dress and then one by one threw them at the 
wall to show how straight her aim is. Only the appearance of soldiers 
at the end of the street sent us both hurriedly back into the house. 

The unity of the people is a new and vital dimension to this uprising, 
making it different from previous resistance. The understanding of the 
cause of the oppression and where the responsibility lies is clear to all 
Palestinians - which is why on all the demonstrations the slogans are 
No to Shultz, No to the US and Jordan peace plans. 

Their demand is for an international conference with the five 
permanent members of the UN, and including Israel and the PLO on an 
equal basis. 
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CONCLUSION 

At the time of going to print the Intifada has entered its second year 
and major developments have taken place. Resistance to the 
occupation forces has been maintained at a high level of activity and, 
as it has continued, it has developed new strategies. Popular 
committees have been initiated to organise every aspect of everyday 
life such as food distribution, medical relief, transport, security, 
agricultural relief and many other areas; the women’s organisations are 
actively involved in all of these committees. 

As the people mature and develop politically they are also gaining 
organisational experience in building the infrastructure of their own 
Palestinian state. The Intifada has become so effective that the Israeli 
forces have become even more brutal in the past few months, although 
there is little media coverage here of the present situation. This is due 
to the hope that the rest of the world will think that the resistance is 
over and that the Israelis have managed to subdue the Palestinian 
people. 

This co-incides with an attempt by the Zionists to divide the 
Palestinian people, seeing their unity as a vital factor in the success of 
the struggle and a major threat to the occupation. Particular methods 
have been used to try and divide the people: the use of collaborators - 
who always exist within any struggle against oppressuion - and the 
publication of material allegedly in the name of one of the member 
organisations of the uprising attacking another member group. 
Fortunately the Palestinians are mature enough to see through such 
tactics and handle them in a united way. 

The Intifada has also influenced the rest of the world, winning 
support from areas which were previously hostile to the Palestinian 
cause. Two other factors which have helped to sustain the uprising are 
the help and support of the progressive forces in Israel and increasing 
international solidarity. 

In April of last year the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation called an emergency meeting in Vienna to discuss the 
situation of Palestinian women and children in the occupied 
territories. National, international and regional organisations were 
present - 57 in all. After the Palestinian and other women who are 
involved in work in the occupied territories shared their many 
experiences a resolution was sent to the UN security council. 

This demanded an end to the brutality and called for an international 
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conference with all interested parties represented as well as increased 
political, financial, moral and physical support for the Palestinian 
people. 

Solidarity organisations have started campaigning in many countries: 
Britain, France, Sweden, Finland, United States, Canada, Australia, 
Austria and many more, most of whom came together in June of last 
year in Benghazi, Libya, at the World Conference in Support of the 
Popular Uprising in the Occupied Territories. 

The conference was convened under the auspices of the PLO and 
was supported byarab countries such as Libya, Algeria and Syria 
amongst others. Over 400 delegates participated and the conference 
was addressed by Yasser Arafat, chairman of the executive committee 
of the PLO. The delegates also had the opportunity to hear Sam njumo 
bring greetiongs as president of SWAPO. The conference was 
important because it proposed a ten-point plan for furthering the 
Palestinian struggle. 

The declaration of independence proclaimed by the Palestine 
National Council in Algeirs late last year has been a major development, 
and the acceptance of UN resolutions 242 and 338 - recognising Israel - 
as a basis for discussion has catapaulted the Palestinian issue into the 
forefront of the political arena. It has enabled the Palestinians to see 
their goal as a realisable achievement in the not too distant future. It 
obviously influenced the United Nations to move their special session 
to Geneva to enable Yasser Arafat to address them when he had been 
refused a visa to enter the United States, a move that the UN would 
probably not have made some time ago. 

The declaration has also given progressive organisations in Israel 
some very useful ammunition, as their struggle in support of the 
Palestinians is very difficult in a country which, judging by its last 
election, has moved even further to the right. Nevertheless, there are 
positive moves taking place in Israel: the growth of the Yesh Gvul 
movement (“There’s a limit, there’s a border”) is very important. Their 
membership numbers thousands of reserve soldiers who are refusing to 
serve in the Occupied Territories many of whom are serving prison 
sentences for their beliefs. 

One of their representatives told an audience in Manchester 
comprised mainly of the local Jewish community that their movement 
demands a political and moral solution to the Palestinian question and 
that they welcome the declaration of independence and the two-state 
solution as a step forward. 
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He believed that the Intifada has been influential in the acceptance 
of the UN resokutions, explaining that for many Palestinians living 
outside thwe country the question of whether Israel should exist is 
largely academic while for the Palestinians living in the Occupied 
territories it is a fact of everyday life. Israel he said, does exist and to 
demand its destruction is an incorrect position and one designed to 
produce a stalemate. 

Within the last few years it has become increasingly clear that most 
people know very little about the situation in Palestine and, if 
confronted with information, material and evidence as they are 
beginning to be since the uprising began, they can be won to a position 
of supporting the demands of the Palestinian people for self 
determination and a Palestinian state on liberated land. 

This pamphlet is a contribution to the campaign of winning the 
hearts and minds of all people, enabling everyone to see the justice in 
the Palestinian cause and the need for unity and solidarity with the 
Palestinian people. 
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APPENDIX 


PROGRAMME OF ACTION 
IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN 
POPULAR UPRISING IN THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF THE 
WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP 

Adopted by the Emergency World Conference 
Benghazi, 13th and 14th June, 1988 

TEN-POINT PROGRAMME 
OF SOLIDARITY ACTION 

Corresponding to requests emanating from the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories, and submitted to national and international 
democratic organisations, solidarity and peace movements, eminent 
personalities and public opinion in general. 

1. Expressing support, in multiple forms, for the political aims of 
the Intifada - freedom, national independence, and the realisation of 
the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, under the 
leadership of the PLO, their sole and legitimate representative - and 
the convening of an international peace conference on the Middle East 
for all parties concerned, including the PLO, under the auspices of the 
UN. Demand recognition of the PLO by all governments who have not 
yet done so. 

2. Intensifying public denunciation and international isolation of Israel 
for its systematic and massive crimes, racist policy and violation of 
human rights against the Palestinian people. 

In particular and with the highest priority, develop nationally and 
internationally co-ordinated campaigns and demands from 
governments and international organisations that concrete and 
effective pressure be brought on Israel for: 

a. The immediate release and freedom of all political prisoners and 
detainees. 

b. The immediate stop of torture and atrocities. 

c. The immediate halt to he policy of deportation and destruction of 
homes. 

3. Demanding from public opinion and from governments the 
adoption of sanctions and boycott measures - economic, cultural and 
touristic etc. - against Israel until it agrees to abide by and implement 
all relevant UN resolutions on civilians and against deportation and 
expulsion of Palestinians, and until it ceases state terrorism and 
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systematic crimes. 

Demanding in particular from the US administration and the other 
western powers, to cease their delivery of offensive weapons and 
other armaments to Israel and, above all, to cease equipping Israel 
with increased nuclear capacity. 

4. Developing campaigns of material aid (food, clothing, 
fund-raising etc) and medical aid, to be sent directly to the Palestinian 
population in the occupied territories, through humanitarian societies, 
churches, trade unions, UNWRA, and other international 
organisations. Study the possibility of sending an international boat 
with humanitarian aid to the occupied territories. Bring the wounded 
to be treated in friendly countries. 

5. Organising new international solidarity delegations, of 
parliamentarians, jurists, trade unionists, journalists, representatives 
of churches, women , youth etc . - to the occupied territories . 

6. Promoting specific events and initiatives for solidarity with the 
Palestinian workers, youth, women, children, writers, etc., in the 
occupied territories. 

7. Pursuing international enquiries about the behaviour of the Zionist 
forces of occupation, and settlers, and the Zionist repression, torture 
in the camps and prisons, and trials which are a mockery of justice. 

8. Demanding immediate lifting of the military blockade of the 
Palestinian refugee camps in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

9. Demand international protection for the Palestinian people under 
Zionist occupation, the abrogation of the occupation laws, an end to 
the policy of discrimination against Palestinian agricultural and 
industrial production, the lifting of the restrictions on political 
communications between the Palestinian people in the occupied 
territories and the PLO. Demanding freedom of expression and 
political freedom for the Palestinian people and the withdrawal of all 
Israeli forces from the occupied territories. 

10. Concentrating the activities of the existing friendship and 
solidarity committees with the Palestinian people and the PLO, and 
creating new committees for solidarity and for the Intifada. Promoting 
internationally-co-ordinated solidarity action. 
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Recommended further reading: 

The Palestine Problem: Aggression, Resistance, Ways of Settlement. USSR Academy of 
Science, Moscow. 

Occupation - Israel Over Palestine. Edited by Naseer Aruri, Zed Books. 

Israel, A Colonial-Settler State? Maxime Rodinson, Pathfinder Press, New York. 
Non-Jewish Zionism, Its Roots in Western History. Regina Sharif, Zed Books. 

Regular reading: 

Democratic Palestine, PO Box 12144. Damascus, Syria. 

Palestine Solidarity, BM PSA, London. WC1N 3XX 

Organisations to contact: 
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